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Downeaster Service to Freeport & Brunswick Begins November 1, 2012
PORTLAND, Maine – The Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority (NNEPRA) announced today
that the Amtrak Downeaster will begin providing daily rail service to Freeport and Brunswick, Maine
beginning November 1, 2012. The Downeaster currently makes five round-trips daily between Portland
and Boston. Beginning November 1, two of those round-trips will serve Freeport and Brunswick.
NNEPRA also announced changes to the Portland to Boston schedule which will take effect on October
15, 2012.
According to NNEPRA Board Chairman, Martin Eisenstein, “Expanding service to Freeport and Brunswick
has been one of NNEPRA’s key objectives. It will improve connectivity to mid-coast Maine, increase
tourism and continue to stimulate economic development in the region. Thanks to a strong partnership
with the Federal Railroad Administration, Pan Am Railways, Amtrak and the Maine Department of
Transportation, we are proud to deliver this expanded service on schedule and on budget.”
The Downeaster service expansion required a multi-million dollar rehabilitation of 30 miles of track,
owned primarily by Pan Am Railways, between Portland and Brunswick. The two-year construction
project, funding primarily with a $38.3m grant from the American Recovery and Rehabilitation Act
(ARRA) began in the summer of 2010.
“The expansion of the Downeaster is an excellent example of how FRA, the state of Maine, NNEPRA and
Amtrak worked together to reconnect Brunswick and Freeport to Portland and Boston for the first time
since 1959,” said Federal Railroad Administrator Joseph C. Szabo. “It also serves as an example of how
intercity passenger rail can serve as a catalyst for a new wave of residential, retail, and hospitality
development creating more than $400 million of new economic development.”
To date, more than 30 miles of rail and 33,000 ties have been installed, 36 grade crossings have been
rehabilitated and two station platforms have been constructed between Portland and Brunswick. The
remaining track work and signal work is expected to be completed within the coming weeks.
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“Amtrak applauds our long standing partners at NNEPRA and to all who have played a role to extend the
successful Downeaster line to Brunswick,” said Amtrak President and CEO Joe Boardman. “It allows for
greater transportation options for New England rail passengers and coincides with record ridership
demand on both the Downeaster and rail travel throughout the country. We look forward to working
together with all of our partners in Maine in providing continued exemplary service in the coming
years.”
Service to Freeport and Brunswick:
Beginning on November 1, the Downeaster will make two round-trips daily between Brunswick and
Boston, including stops in Freeport and all other Downeaster stations. The limited schedule has been
developed to provide convenient day trip options for both southbound and northbound travelers.
Southbound travelers will be able to depart Brunswick at 7:05am daily, arriving in Boston at 10:30am. A
northbound train will depart Boston 5:00pm on weekdays, returning to Brunswick at 8:25pm.
Northbound travelers will be able to depart Boston at 9:05am on weekdays, arriving in Brunswick at
12:25pm. A 5:50pm southbound train will return to Boston at 9:15pm. There will also be an early
morning and late evening trip between Portland and Brunswick to position trains for their Boston
excursion. Weekend and holiday schedules will vary slightly. One-way fares between Brunswick and
Boston will be less than $30 per person. Multi-ride passes, including the College 6-TIX will also be
available. Passengers can make reservations for travel to/from Freeport and Brunswick beginning on
October 1, 2012. For more information, visit AmtrakDowneaster.com.
Downeaster Schedule Changes Effective October 15, 2012
NNEPRA and Amtrak have also announced minor changes to the existing schedule between Portland and
Boston. On weekdays, the first southbound departure from Portland will be 20 minutes earlier to allow
commuters the opportunity to get to work in Boston earlier. The 5:40pm departure from Boston has
been temporarily changed to 6:45pm, and the last southbound departure from Portland will leave one
hour earlier at 6:45pm. On weekends, the northbound 6:45pm departure has been changed to 8:00pm.
Seasonal service to Old Orchard Beach will terminate on October 14, 2012 and resume in the spring of
2013.
About the Downeaster
The Amtrak Downeaster makes five round-trips daily between Portland, ME and Boston, MA serving 8
communities in between: Old Orchard Beach, Saco and Wells, Maine; Dover, Durham-UNH and Exeter,
NH; Haverhill and Woburn, MA. The Downeaster has experienced record-breaking ridership for the past
7 years, and has more than doubled since 2005, exceeding 528,000 riders in FY2012. Fiscal 2013 yearto-date ridership is 9.1% greater than last year. Downeaster service to Freeport and Brunswick is
expected to generate more than 30,000 new riders annually.
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