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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT
696 VIRGINIA ROAD
CONCORD MA 01742-2751

February 27, 2024
Regulatory Division
File Number: NAE-2023-00888

Jim Russell

Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority
75 West Commercial Street

Suite 104

Portland, Maine 04101

Sent by email: james@nnepra.com

Dear Mr. Russell:

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has reviewed your application to place
approximately 1,463 SF of permanent and 4,997 SF of temporary fill in freshwater
wetlands off 696 Sanford Road at Wells, Maine in order to construct a new side platform
and access to freight main line No. 2 Track. The work is shown on the attached plans
entitled “USGS Site Location Map” in one sheet undated, “WELLS TRANSPORTATION
CENTER?” in eleven sheets dated “12/11/2023”, and “Site Plans” in four sheets dated
“‘December 7, 2023” and one sheet dated “October 13, 2022”.

Based on the information that you have provided, we verify that the activity is
authorized under General Permit #10, Linear Transportation Projects of the enclosed
October 14, 2020, federal permits known as the Maine General Permits (GPs). The GPs
are also available at https://www.nae.usace.army.mil/Missions/Requlatory/State-
General-Permits/Maine-General-Permit. Please review the enclosed GPs carefully, in
particular the general conditions beginning on page 5, and ensure that you and all
personnel performing work authorized by the GPs are fully aware of and comply with its
terms and conditions. A copy of the GPs and this verification letter shall be available at
the work site as required by General Condition 33. You must perform this work in
accordance with the following special condition(s):

1. You shall implement and abide by the mitigation plan, “Site Plans” in four sheets
dated “December 7, 2023” and one sheet dated “October 13, 2022”.

2. A status report on the implementation of the authorized work and on the
construction of the mitigation shall be submitted annually to the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, New England District, Regulatory Branch (Corps) by October 31st
each year until mitigation construction is complete as determined by the Corps.
This report must prominently display the reference number NAE-2023-
00888.This submittal should be electronically sent to cenae-r-
me@usace.army.mil.




3. An as-built mitigation construction report and as-built drawings of the mitigation
area(s) shall be submitted upon completion of mitigation construction. This report
must be submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District,
Regulatory Branch (Corps) for review and approval and must prominently display
the reference number NAE-2023-00888. The year mitigation construction is
completed, as determined by the Corps, represents Year 0 for mitigation
monitoring. This submittal should be electronically sent to cenae-r-
me@usace.army.mil.

You must complete and return the enclosed Work Start Notification Form to this office
at least two weeks before the anticipated starting date. You must complete and return
the enclosed Compliance Certification Form within one month following the completion of
the authorized work.

This authorization expires on October 14, 2025. You must commence or have under
contract to commence the work authorized herein by October 14, 2025, and complete
the work by October 14, 2026. If not, you must contact this office to determine the need
for further authorization and we recommend you contact us before the work authorized
herein expires. Please contact us immediately if you change the plans or construction
methods for work within our jurisdiction as we must approve any changes before you
undertake them. Performing work within our jurisdiction that is not specifically
authorized by this determination or failing to comply with the special condition(s)
provided above or all of the terms and conditions of the GPs may subject you to the
enforcement provisions of our regulations.

This authorization does not obviate the need to obtain other federal, state, or local
authorizations required by law. Applicants are responsible for applying for and obtaining
any other approvals.

We continually strive to improve our customer service. To better serve you, we
would appreciate your completing our Customer Service Survey located at
https://requlatory.ops.usace.army.mil/customer-service-survey/

Please contact Natalie Bingham, of my staff, at our Augusta, Maine Project Office at
(978) 318-8768 or natalie.bingham@usace.army.mil if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Natalie  Digtallysigned by

Natalie Bingham
Date: 2024.02.27

Bingham .11 0500

For: Peter D. Olmstead
Chief, Maine Section
Regulatory Division



Cc:

Sean Hale, VHB; shale@vhb.com




Figure 1: USGS Site Location Map %I'I'J
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US Army Corps
of Engineers =

New England District (Minimum Notice: Permittee must sign and return notification

within one month of the completion of work.)

COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATION FORM

Corps of Engineers Permit No: NAE-2023-00888

Name of Permittee: Jim Russell, NNEPRA

Permit Issuance Date: February 27, 2024

Please sign this certification and return it to the following address upon completion of the activity and any
mitigation required by the permit. You must submit this after the mitigation is complete, but not the mitigation
monitoring, which requires separate submittals.
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* MAIL TO: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District *
* Policy & Technical Support Branch *
* Regulatory Division *
* 696 Virginia Road *
* Concord, Massachusetts 01742-2751 *
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Please note that your permitted activity is subject to a compliance inspection by an U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers representative. If you fail to comply with this permit you are subject to permit suspension,
modification, or revocation.

I hereby certify that the work authorized by the above referenced permit was completed in accordance
with the terms and conditions of the above referenced permit, and any required mitigation was
completed in accordance with the permit conditions.

Signature of Permittee Date
Printed Name Date of Work Completion
( ) ( )

Telephone Number Telephone Number



UfSEArmy Corps GENERAL PERMIT
:I ) ggl?aiilrts)'ftr'ct WORK-START NOTIFICATION FORM
WEng IS (Minimum Notice: Two weeks before work begins)

EMAIL TO: natalie.bingham@usace.army.mil

_Or_

MAIL TO: Natalie Bingham
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District
Maine Project Office

442 Civic Center Drive, Suite 350
Augusta, Maine 04330

A Corps of Engineers Permit (No. NAE-2023-00888) was issued to Jim Russell, NNEPRA. The permit
authorized the permittee to place approximately 1,463 SF of permanent and 4,997 SF of temporary fill in
freshwater wetlands off 696 Sanford Road at Wells, Maine in order to construct a new side platform and access
to freight main line No. 2 Track.

The people (e.g., contractor) listed below will do the work, and they understand the permit's conditions and
limitations.

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE

Name of Person/Firm:
Business Address:
Telephone: ( ) ( )
Proposed Work Dates: Start:

Finish:
PERMITTEE'S SIGNATURE: DATE:
PRINTED NAME: TITLE:

FOR USE BY THE CORPS OF ENGINEERS

Project Manager:_ BINGHAM Submittals Required: _Work-Start and Compliance forms

Inspection Recommendation: _routine Maine General Permits compliance
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STATE OF MAINE

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Permit-by-Rule & Notice of Intent Review Form

Natural Resources Protection Act PBR # 80038
Stormwater Management Law PBR #

Maine Construction General Permit NOI #

Applicant: Maine Turnpike Authority Town:Wells

Project Address: 696 Sandford Road Tax Map/Lot #:50-19

NRPA PBR Sections — Ch. 305

Sec. 9 Utility Crossing

Sec. 10 Stream Crossing

Sec. 11 State Transport. Facilities
Sec. 12 Restoration Natural Areas
Sec. 13 F&W Creat./Water Quality
Sec. 15 Public Boat Ramps

Sec. 2 Act. Adj. to Prot. Natural Res.
Sec. 3 Intake Pipes

Sec. 4 Replacement of Structures
Sec. 6 Movement of Rocks or Veg.
Sec. 7 Outfall Pipes

Sec. 8 Shoreline Stabilization

Sec. 16 Coastal Sand Dune Project

Sec. 17 Transfer/Permit Extension

Sec. 18 Maintenance Dredging

Sec. 19 Act. Near SVP Habitat

Sec. 20 Act. Near Waterfowl/Bird Habitat
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ooooo
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Notes:
Your Permit-By-Rule Notification Form was received and reviewed by the DEP and was found to be
acceptable. Please acknowledge the following standards prior to beginning work.

C. Standards

(1) The following measures must be taken to prevent erosion of soil or fill material from
disturbed areas into the resource:

(a) Staked hay bales or silt fence must be properly installed between the area of soil
disturbance and the resource before the activity begins;

(b) Hay bales or silt fence barriers must be maintained until the disturbed area is permanently
stabilized;

(c) Within 7 calendar days following the completion of any soil disturbance, and prior to any
storm event, mulch must be spread on any exposed soils;

(d) All disturbed soils must be permanently stabilized; and

(e) Within 30 days of final stabilization of the site, any silt fence must be removed.

Photographs showing the completed project and the affected area must be submitted within
20 days of the activity's completion. The photographs must be sent with a copy of the
notification form or labeled with the applicant's name and the town in which the activity took
place.

Project accepted

Reviewer: Deficient Date: 0 NRPA [ SW [ NoOI
Reviewer: Sierra Swett Accepted Date:07/15/204 [ NRPA [0 SW [ NOI

Rev. 7/1/2020



06-096 DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
11. State transportation facilities
A. Applicability
(1) This section applies to the maintenance, repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, replacement or
minor construction of a State Transportation Facility carried out by, or under the authority of,
the Maine Department of Transportation (MaineDOT) or the Maine Turnpike Authority,
including any testing or preconstruction engineering, and associated technical support

services.

(2) This section does not apply to an activity within a coastal sand dune system.

NOTE: The construction of a transportation facility other than roads and associated facilities may be
subject to the Storm Water Management Law, 38 M.R.S.A. Section 420-D.

B. Standards

(1) Photographs of the area to be altered by the activity must be taken before work on the site
begins. The photographs must be kept on file and be made available at the request of the
DEP.

(2) The activity must be reviewed by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and the
Department of Marine Resources, as applicable. The applicant must coordinate with the
reviewing agencies and incorporate any recommendations from those agencies into the
performance of the activity.

(3) All construction activities undertaken must be detailed in a site-specific Soil Erosion and
Water Pollution Control Plan and conducted in accordance with MaineDOT's Best
Management Practices for Erosion and Sediment Control, dated January 2000, and Standard
Specifications, dated December 2002.

(4) Alignment changes may not exceed a distance of 200 feet between the old and new center
lines in any natural resource.

(5) The activity may not alter more than 300 feet of shoreline (both shores added together) within
a mile stretch of any river, stream or brook, including any bridge width or length of culvert.

(6) The activity may not alter more than 150 feet of shoreline (both shores added together) within
a mile stretch of any outstanding river segment identified in 38 M.R.S.A. 480-P, including
any bridge width or length of culvert.

(7) The activity must minimize wetland intrusion. The activity is exempt from the provisions of
Chapter 310, the Wetland and Waterbodies Protection Rules, if the activity alters less than
15,000 square feet of natural resources per mile of roadway (centerline measurement)
provided that the following impacts are not exceeded within the 15,000 square foot area:

(a) 1,000 square feet of coastal wetland consisting of salt tolerant vegetation or shellfish
habitat; or

Chapter 305: Permit By Rule



06-096 DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

(b) 5,000 square feet of coastal wetland not containing salt tolerant vegetation or shellfish
habitat; or

(c) 1,000 square feet of a great pond.

All other activities must be performed in compliance with all sections of Chapter 310, the
Wetland Protection Rules, except 310.2(C), 5(A), 9(A), 9(B) and 9(C).

(8) The activity may not permanently block any fish passage in any watercourse containing fish.
The applicant must coordinate with the reviewing agencies listed in paragraph 2 above to
improve fish passage and incorporate any recommendations from those agencies into the
performance of the activity.

NOTE: For guidance on meeting the design objectives for fish passage, including peak flow,
maximum velocity, mining depth and gradient, see the MaineDOT Waterbody and Wildlife
Crossing Policy and Design Guide (July 2008), developed in conjunction with state and
federal resource and regulatory agencies.

(9) Rocks may not be removed from below the normal high water line of any coastal wetland,
freshwater wetland, great pond, river, stream or brook except to the minimum extent
necessary for completion of work within the limits of construction.

(10) If work is performed in a river, stream or brook that is less than three feet deep at the time
and location of the activity, the applicant must isolate the work area from the resource and
divert stream flows around the work area, maintaining downstream flows while work is in
progress.

(11) Wheeled or tracked equipment may not operate in the water. Equipment operating on the
shore may reach into the water with a bucket or similar extension. Equipment may cross
streams on rock, gravel or ledge bottom. If avoiding the operation of wheeled or tracked
equipment in the water is not possible, the applicant must explain the need to operate in the
water. Approval from the DEP to operate in the water must be in writing, and any
recommendations from the DEP must be incorporated into the performance of the activity.

(12) All wheeled or tracked equipment that must travel or work in a vegetated wetland area must
travel and work on mats or platforms.

(13) Any debris or excavated material must be stockpiled either outside the wetland or on mats or
platforms. Erosion and sediment control best management practices must be used, where
necessary, to prevent sedimentation. Any debris generated during the activity must be
prevented from washing downstream and must be removed from the wetland or water body.
Disposal of debris must be in conformance with the Maine Hazardous Waste, Septage and
Solid Waste Management Act, 38 M.R.S.A. Section 1301 ef seq.

Chapter 305: Permit By Rule



06-096 DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

(14) Work below the normal high water line of a great pond, river, stream or brook must be done
at low water except for emergency work or work agreed to by the resource agencies listed in
paragraph 2 above.

(15) Perimeter controls must be installed before the work starts. Disturbance of natural resources
beyond the construction limits shown on the plans is not allowed under this rule.

NOTE: Guidance on the location of construction limits can be obtained from the on site Construction
Manager.

(16) The use of untreated lumber is preferred. Lumber pressure treated with chromated copper
arsenate (CCA) may be used only if necessary and only if use is allowed under federal law
and not prohibited from sale under 38 M.R.S.A. 1682, and provided it is cured on dry land in
a manner that exposes all surfaces to the air for a period of at least 21 days prior to
construction. Wood treated with creosote or pentachlorophenol may not be used where it will
contact water.

(17) A temporary road for equipment access must be constructed of crushed stone, blasted ledge,
or similar materials that will not cause sedimentation or restrict fish passage. Such roads must
be completely removed at the completion of the activity. In addition, any such temporary
roads which are in rivers, streams or brooks, must allow for a passage of stormwater flows
associated with a 10-year storm.

(18) Non-native species may not be planted in restored areas.

(19) Disposal of debris must be in conformance with Maine Hazardous Waste, Septage and Solid
Waste Management Act, 38 M.R.S.A. Sections 1301 et seq.

(20) Disturbance of vegetation must be avoided, if possible. Where vegetation is disturbed
outside of the area covered by any road or structure construction, it must be reestablished
immediately upon completion of the activity and must be maintained.

(21) A vegetated area at least 25 feet wide must be established and maintained between any new
stormwater outfall structure and the high water line of any open water body. A velocity
reducing structure must be constructed at the outlet of the stormwater outfall that will create
sheet flow of stormwater, and prevent erosion of soil within the vegetated buffer. If the 25
foot vegetated buffer is not practicable, the applicant must explain the reason for a lesser
setback in writing. Approval from the DEP must be in writing and any recommendations
must be incorporated into the activity.

C. Definitions. The following terms, as used in this chapter, have the following meanings, unless the
context indicates otherwise:

(1) Diversion. The rerouting of a river, stream or brook around a construction site and then back
to the downstream channel.

Chapter 305: Permit By Rule



06-096 DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

(2) Fill. a. (verb) To put into or upon, supply to, or allow to enter a water body or wetland any
earth, rock, gravel, sand, silt, clay, peat, or debris; b. (noun) Material, other than structures,
placed in or immediately adjacent to a wetland or water body.

(3) Floodplain wetlands. Freshwater wetlands that are inundated with flood water during a 100-
year flood event based on flood insurance maps produced by the Federal Emergency Agency
or other site specific information.

(4) Riprap. Heavy, irregularly shaped rocks that are fit into place, without mortar, on a slope as
defined in the MaineDOT Standard Specifications, dated December 2002.

Chapter 305: Permit By Rule
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Maine Ecological Services Field Office
P. 0. Box A
East Orland, ME 04431
Phone: (207) 469-7300 Fax: (207) 902-1588

In Reply Refer To: July 18, 2023
Project code: 2023-0105798
Project Name: Well Area Improvements Project - Wells Station

Subject: Consistency letter for the 'Well Area Improvements Project - Wells Station' project
under the amended February 5, 2018, FHWA, FRA, FTA Programmatic Biological
Opinion (dated March 23, 2023) for Transportation Projects within the Range of the
Indiana Bat and Northern Long-eared Bat (NLEB).

To whom it may concern:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has received your request dated July 18, 2023 to
verify that the Well Area Improvements Project - Wells Station (Proposed Action) may rely on
the amended February 5, 2018, FHWA, FRA, FTA Programmatic Biological Opinion Opinion
(dated March 23, 2023) for Transportation Projects within the Range of the Indiana Bat and
Northern Long-eared Bat (PBO) to satisfy requirements under section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (87 Stat.884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Based on the information you provided (Project Description shown below), you have determined
that the Proposed Action will have no effect on the endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) or
the endangered northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis). If the Proposed Action is not
modified, no consultation is required for these two species. If the Proposed Action is modified,
or new information reveals that it may affect the Indiana bat and/or northern long-eared bat in a
manner or to an extent not considered in the PBO, further review to conclude the requirements of
ESA section 7(a)(2) may be required.

For Proposed Actions that include bridge/culvert or structure removal, replacement, and/or
maintenance activities: If your initial bridge/culvert or structure assessments failed to detect
Indiana bats and/or NLEB use or occupancy, yet later detected prior to, or during construction,
please submit the Post Assessment Discovery of Bats at Bridge/Culvert or Structure Form (User
Guide Appendix E) to this Service Office within 2 working days of the incident. In these
instances, potential incidental take of Indiana bats and/or NLEBs may be exempted provided that
the take is reported to the Service.



07/18/2023 IPaC Record Locator: 010-129184113

If the Proposed Action may affect any other federally-listed or proposed species and/or
designated critical habitat, additional consultation between the lead Federal action agency and
this Service Office is required. If the proposed action has the potential to take bald or golden
eagles, additional coordination with the Service under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act
may also be required. In either of these circumstances, please advise the lead Federal action
agency accordingly.

The following species may occur in your project area and are not covered by this determination:

= Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate



07/18/2023 IPaC Record Locator: 010-129184113

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The following project name and description was collected in IPaC as part of the endangered
species review process.

NAME
Well Area Improvements Project - Wells Station

DESCRIPTION
The project consists of the construction of a new passenger platform at the Wells Station.
This project does include tree-cutting and freshwater wetland impact.



07/18/2023 IPaC Record Locator: 010-129184113

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/@43.320529699999994,-70.61207018265537,14z




07/18/2023 IPaC Record Locator: 010-129184113

DETERMINATION KEY RESULT

Based on the information you provided, you have determined that the Proposed Action will have
no effect on the endangered Indiana bat and/or the endangered northern long-eared bat.
Therefore, no consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service pursuant to Section 7(a)(2) of
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (87 Stat. 884, as amended 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) is
required for these two species.

QUALIFICATION INTERVIEW

1. Ts the project within the range of the Indiana bat!"?

[1] See Indiana bat species profile
Automatically answered

No
2. Is the project within the range of the northern long-eared bat!!1?

[1] See northern long-eared bat species profile

Automatically answered
Yes

3. [Semantic] Does your proposed action intersect an area where Indiana bats and northern
long-eared bats are not likely to occur?

Automatically answered

Yes



07/18/2023 IPaC Record Locator: 010-129184113 6

DETERMINATION KEY DESCRIPTION: FHWA, FRA, FTA
PROGRAMMATIC CONSULTATION FOR TRANSPORTATION
PROJECTS AFFECTING NLEB OR INDIANA BAT

This key was last updated in IPaC on June 14, 2023. Keys are subject to periodic revision.

This decision key is intended for projects/activities funded or authorized by the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), and/or Federal Transit
Administration (FTA), which may require consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(Service) under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) for the endangered Indiana bat
(Myotis sodalis) and the endangered northern long-eared bat (NLEB) (Myotis septentrionalis).

This decision key should only be used to verify project applicability with the Service’s amended
February 5, 2018, FHWA, FRA, FTA Programmatic Biological Opinion (dated March 23, 2023)
for Transportation Projects. The programmatic biological opinion covers limited transportation
activities that may affect either bat species, and addresses situations that are both likely and not
likely to adversely affect either bat species. This decision key will assist in identifying the effect
of a specific project/activity and applicability of the programmatic consultation. The
programmatic biological opinion is not intended to cover all types of transportation actions.
Activities outside the scope of the programmatic biological opinion, or that may affect ESA-
listed species other than the Indiana bat or NLEB, or any designated critical habitat, may require
additional ESA Section 7 consultation.




07/18/2023 IPaC Record Locator: 010-129184113

IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: VHB

Name: Michaela Heffernan

Address: 500 Southborough Drive, Suite 105B

City: South Portland

State: ME

Zip: 04106

Email  mheffernan@vhb.com

Phone: 2073583289

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION

Lead Agency: Federal Railroad Administration
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